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1.0 Background 

The meetings of the Members’ Forum of the African Forest Forum are held once every five years as 

provided for in the AFF Constitution, Article 4 Section 4 (a) 4. However, the Members’ Forum may hold 

extraordinary meetings at the request of any member, provided that such a request is supported by at 

least one-third of the members. The Members’ Forum of AFF is constituted by the entire membership of 

AFF. Meetings of the Members’ Forum usually consider and determine any matter which the Governing 

Council may refer to it, and generally provide broad guidance to the Governing Council in the discharge of 

its functions, among other functions as provided under the Constitution.   

The first meeting of the Members’ Forum was held electronically on 15-20 February 2012. It was during 

this meeting that members elected the Chair (Prof. Fredrick Owino of the Republic of Kenya) and Vice 

Chair (Dr. Abdelazim Mirghan Ibrahim of the Republic of Sudan) of Members’ Forum; ratified the AFF 

Constitution, guidelines for administrative and financial operations and several Governing Council 

decisions.  

This second meeting of the Members’ Forum was held electronically and guided by the following agenda:  

1. Adoption of the agenda  

2. Matters arising from the First Meeting of the Members’ Forum 

3. Ratification of major decisions made by the Governing Council  

4. Information on key achievements by AFF: 

a) Project implementation and achievements 
b) Sharing  of project outputs 
c) Uptake and impact of work undertaken by AFF 
d) Administrative matters 
e) A programme for work of AFF  

 

5. Election of next Chair and Vice Chair of the Members’ Forum  

6. Any other business  

In order to address the agenda, the Secretariat prepared the following documents and shared to 

members in order to support their participation and contribution to respective agenda items: 

Meeting agenda Documents shared by AFF Secretariat 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

2. Matters arising from the report on the 

First Meeting of the Members’ Forum 

3. Ratification of major decisions made by 

the Governing Council 

a) Report on First Members’ Forum of the African 
Forest Forum.  15-20 February 2012. 

 
 
 

b) Report on key decisions made by Governing 
Council meetings in the period 2012-2016 
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4. a) Project implementation and 

achievements 

4. b) Sharing of project outputs 

c) Overview of achievements of project: 
Strengthening Sustainable Forest Management in 
Africa.  Project Duration: 2014-2019.  Funded by 
the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (Sida). 

d) Overview of achievements of project: African 
Forests, People and Climate Change.  African 
Forest Forum Climate Change Programme (AFF-
CCP).  Phase I: 1 Nov. 2011 to 31 December 2014.  
Phase II: 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2017.  
Funded by the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC) 

 

4. c) Uptake and impact of work 

undertaken by AFF 

4. d) Administrative matters 

e) Highlights on uptake and impact of AFF 
knowledge products and services.   
 

f) Administrative and management issues at AFF 

4 (e): A programmatic approach for the 

work of AFF 

5. Election of next Chair and Vice Chair of 

the Members’ Forum 

6. Any other business 

g) A programmatic approach to the work of AFF 

The members discussed each item electronically using two platforms, namely; info mail and an online 

interactive platform. A total of 371 (Annex 1) members participated in the five day meeting and 

effectively contributed to the agenda. The deliberations for each day are summarized in the following 

sections.  

2.0 Day one: Monday 27 February, 2017 

The following agenda items were covered for day one (27 Feb 2017): 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

2. Matters arising from the First Meeting of the Members Forum  

3. Ratification of major decisions made by the Governing Council  

2.1 Agenda 1: Adoption of the agenda 

The members who attended the meeting adopted the agenda as provided with following 

amendments: 

▪  change the dates of the meeting discussion from Feb 21 Wednesday to 28 Feb 2017 on 

Agenda no. 4b; 

 

 2.2 Agenda 2: Matters arising from the First Meeting of the Members’ Forum 
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There was only one change to the report on the first meeting and it was on the election of Chair and Vice 

Chair of the Members’ Forum where it was recommended to include an opening statement that should 

read as “The Chair and Vice Chair of the Members’ Forum were elected by the Members’ Forum to hold 

office for five years”. 

Members expressed their satisfaction with the report, indicating that it was very informative and helpful. 
Members extended their gratitude to the AFF Secretariat for presenting a good report. 

 

2.3 Agenda 3: Ratification of major decisions made by the Governing Council  

The members ratified the major decisions made by Governing Council as specified in the report. The 

following comments/observations/recommendations were made in relation to the report: 

▪ The Members’ Forum should be comprised of committed and active members and not only a 
long list of members who are not actively contributing to achieving AFF goals;  

▪ All partners listed on the website as “AFF partners” need to be analysed with respect to how they 
are active or collaborating with AFF in achieving its mandate;   

▪ AFF to cultivate strong collaborations and partnerships with more institutions. In this case the 
Secretariat should develop Memoranda of Understanding or Memoranda of Agreement with 
suitable institutions relevant to AFF’s mandate; 

▪ AFF Secretariat to ensure that all partners listed are “back linked” and their website active. A case 
cited is the University of Nairobi that is linked to AFF’s website; and 

▪ A framework be developed to link decisions made in succeeding meetings so as to appreciate and 
gauge adequacy of actions taken to implement actions in the intervening period. 

 

3. Day two and three: Tuesday 28 February-1 March, 2017 

The agenda item discussed during these two days was: 

Information on key achievements by AFF: 

a) Project implementation and achievements; and 
b) Sharing of project outputs. 

 

The resolutions from the meeting on each of the agenda sub items is summarized as: 

3.1 Agenda 4a. Information on key achievements by AFF on project implementation 

The members applauded the achievements made on implementation of the two projects, namely: 

Strengthening sustainable forest management in Africa funded by Sida and African forests, people and 

climate change funded by SDC. Specifically, the following are some highlights from the discussions: 

❖ Lessons drawn from capacity development/training (in terms of imparting knowledge and 

skills)activities should be shared widely; 

❖ The selected areas for  in-depth studies, through postgraduate research fellowships given to 

African students, remain relevant and will yield information useful in addressing challenges facing 

African forests and trees outside forests in the context of climate change; 
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❖ The two projects facilitate harnessing of information from various studies to support taking 

decisions related to forestry and climate change on the continent; 

❖ While the implementation of the two projects enhanced the profile of AFF and its mission, the 

projects reports for this meeting provided an opportunity for members to make their own 

contributions as well.  Specifically, the members view the projects as having provided a platform 

for making the following a reality in relation to the objectives of AFF: 

✓ the very existence of AFF as a forum where Africans from all its sub-regions have a place 

to interact as professionals on issues that matter to them;  

✓ the specific role of AFF in bringing together African negotiators to various global forums 

(not just the UNFF) to effectively articulate Africa’s specific concerns, interests and 

positions in global agendas related to forests and forestry;  

✓ the provision of a facility (that is AFF itself) that facilitates African professionals to think, 

research, write and discuss  about opportunities and challenges to the development and 

growth of the forestry sector, and in the context of broader societal development goals; 

and eventually sharing such information widely in an accessible manner through AFF’s 

various information sharing avenues;  and 

✓  the direct contribution to capacity building and skills development in various forestry 

and related areas. 

❖ The AFF Fellowship and Exchange Program with University of Applied Sciences, Bern, in 

Switzerland (AFF-HAL) that supports African students to undertake postgraduate training in 

international forestry as relates to climate change was  very much appreciated by the students 

who benefited from it and they indicated that it has been very impactful. 

 Overall, members expressed great satisfaction with the achievements made through different 

projects and made useful insights from the findings. Below is verbatim expression by one of the 

members: 

I am going through the SDC funded project and learning a lot.  Again, I find the information presented 
very useful as we move forward. 

I note in particular, the waning interest on REDD+, moving from the readiness to implementation phase 
and the sound reasons given on p7. In the case of Tanzania, unfulfilled expectations on C payments is 
proving quite challenging and is leading to the loss of momentum by local communities in readiness to 
move towards the implementation phase. The need to search for other approaches to bridge the gap 
cannot therefore be over-stressed. Perhaps, finding ways of paying/rewarding for other co-benefits may 
help.  

In a related context, Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda have each developed National Climate Smart 
Agriculture programmes. However, these need to be operationalized to address more effectively and 
efficiently the role of agriculture - both small-scale/shifting cultivation as well large-scale 
commercial   farms - that are driving more deforestation and forest degradation. For example, large-scale 
commercial farms are in most cases being established in frontier areas which have high soil fertility and 
rainfall. Unfortunately, most of these areas happen to support rich tropical forest/woodlands.  Is 
sustainable intensification an option?  

The case of establishing large scale Liquid Biofuel  farms if not well thought out,  may actually increase 
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GHG emissions and not otherwise. These, also require areas of high soil fertility and water availability to 
ensure high productivity. Unfortunately again, such areas happen to be under natural forests that must 
be cleared to give way to these farms. 

The case of Jatropha in Tanzania is a good case in point. Contrary to initial suggestions that the crop 
would be grown in marginal areas, it was soon realized that its productivity is quite low and unprofitable 
in marginal areas. The great enthusiasm to grow Jatropha in Tanzania led to serious clearing of some 
coastal forests (e.g. in Kilwa and Kisarawe districts), and once the investors had sold the valuable timber 
harvested, they pulled out unceremoniously. I hope this is not unique to Tanzania.  

Another well published Biofuel (Ethanol) Sugarcane project in Bagamoyo (also along the coast) was 
recently stopped by the government for various ecological (incl. hydrological and biodiversity) and 
sociological (local livelihoods) threats. My caution and plea to AFF members is to advise their 
governments to insist on serious feasibility studies before large-scale Biofuel projects are implemented. 
The studies should make sure that projects are based on sound social, economic and ecological footing, 
especially in fragile environments. Once approved, the cost of rehabilitation if investors pull out (for 
various reasons), might be too costly to contemplate. 

Salim Maliondo  

 

 

Another notable contribution that could even widen the scope of Members’ Forum meetings and 

activities came from a member who inquired about how AFF could partner with the Laboratory of 

Ecology and Forest Research, Doctoral School of Agricultural and Water Sciences at the University of 

Parakou in Benin in order to publish scientific findings and share the same in platforms that serve the 

Members’ Forum. This could open up an avenue for the Members’ Forum to constitute a platform 

through which members can share research findings and discuss other issues of interest even outside 

the period when meetings of the Members’ Forum are held.    

The following are some highlights from the discussions on the achievements from the two projects: 

❖ There is a need to strengthen African research network(s) to enhance sharing of research 

outputs; presently some academic institutions and a few national agricultural (including forestry) 

research institutions (NARs) are generating useful information that is not shared widely; 

❖ Undertake an assessment of the level of adoption (uptake) of knowledge products  

generated  by the two projects as well as the impact made and its sustainability; 

❖ Invest in media in order to increase the reach of AFF project activities and outputs, and 

especially in West Africa; 

❖ Continue with  supporting African governments and other actors in forestry with good scientific 

information to guide their decisions and other actions; 

❖ Catalogue appropriate technologies and best practices on different issues suitable across 

different African landscapes and share them widely; 

❖ Explore how AFF can link with the Green Schools/colleges/universities initiative of United Nations 

Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); 



7 
 

❖  Evaluate and promote ways of safeguarding the endemic and indigenous tree species of Africa as 

unique heritages to be passed to future generations and to also be sustainably utilized for 

livelihood improvements; 

❖ Undertake a review of current extension practices with the aim of increasing their  effectiveness 

in enhancing sustainability of forest and trees in a climate change context; 
❖ Improve AFF actions in North and Central Africa. These two sub-regions have few AFF activities, 

especially North Africa; 

❖ Evaluate ways for intensifying  forest based activities at grass root level through introduction and 

promotion of new technologies such as green energy innovations; 

❖ Assess how much wood and non-timber forest products (NTFPs) the continent will need in future 
and how climate change could affect the availability of such resources; 

❖ Evaluate the opportunity cost of forest and land degradation over time and how, together with   
scarcity of land and other factors, will drive shifts in land across various uses; 

❖ Evaluate emissions mitigation models suitable in the context of SMEs on the continent; 
❖ Continue with studies that could provide suitable alternatives for enhancing regeneration of 

degraded forests, as well as facilitate improving or maintaining community forests for sustainable 

use in Africa; and 

❖ Explore possibilities for establishing regional offices, depending on the sub-regional division of 

the continent, in line with Article 11 of the Constitution. This could increase AFF’s visibility and 

broad ownership, in addition to cultivating various platforms for discussing issues and sharing 

information. It could also facilitate follow up on capacity building initiatives to gauge how skills 

and knowledge gained from AFF’s training sessions are being utilised.  

3.2 Agenda 4b. Information on key achievements by AFF on sharing of project out puts  

The members appreciated the achievements realised on sharing project outputs, and especially the 

information dissemination pathways used by AFF. They found the meeting documents interesting and 

informative. The knowledge products and the facilitation of access to them will strengthen the capacity of 

people and institutions dealing with SFM in Africa. Members noted further that in the future, it would be 

very helpful to think for a way that the acquired knowledge be translated into activities at national and 

regional level.  

Members also observed that more has to be done to promote participation of practically all members in 
such meetings and in AFF activities, as well as increased recruitment of young forestry professionals and 
students to be directly involved in AFF activities. This is because there is a lot of useful information 
available and a wealth of good forestry professionals who could help inspire change and influence the 
course of forest resource management on the continent. 
 
In the same vein, one member observed that AFF generates considerable forestry information in the 

continent. In his remarks, he stated: 

“AFF generates a lot of information on forestry in Africa. We can exploit this capacity by placing 
ourselves as “Forest Observatory for Africa”….AFF/FOA. This will require limited added capacity but 
….can be done! Alternatively, among our partners, we should include forest resources observatories and 
forest watershed observatories in the different sub-regions of the continent. An example in the Congo 
Basin is the, “Observatoire Satellital des Forêts d’Afrique Centrale (OSFAC), which generates highly 
specialized intelligence on forests in its area of coverage. There are others on forest watersheds in West 
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Africa”. 
Martin Nganje 

 

The following are highlights from the discussions on this agenda item:  

❖ The absence of routine forestry inventories in most African countries was identified as a big 

constraint to the development of the forestry sector. Over the years, inventories have been 

conducted only to meet specific project requirements, rather than national inventories that feed 

into national forest policies and decision making processes. The FAO forest statistics are 

adequate for broad-based overviews but are inadequate for local level forest planning purposes. 

The critical aspect of SFM is to have in place Forest Practice Plans (FPP) that are independently 

verifiable and monitored for self-compliance, and this will then form a good basis for SFM in 

Africa. In this regard mechanisms be identified to strengthen periodic country specific inventories 

as well as incorporation of new and emerging issues like climate change and green economy in 

forestry management ; 

❖ The SFM project outcomes could be strengthened by undertaking an additional task on 

production of Forest Practice Plans (FPPs) that encompass all forest types in order to secure 

attainment of SFM. In this regard, FPPs could be construed as good tools to achieve sustainable 

management of both public and private forests. AFF could then build the capacity of countries to 

develop the appropriate FPPs.  

❖ There is a need to improve/strengthen professional forest bodies in Southern Africa and 
especially in dealing with community/social forestry; 

❖ There is need to strengthen the forestry component of Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) as the profile of forestry is quite low in this sub-region; 

❖ There is a need to assess how the information shared is used by different players in the forest 
sector to make decisions for sustainable management of forest resources;  

❖ There is need to increase the capacity for forest planning at all levels in order to make use of 

wealth information generated from the SFM project so that it doesn’t remain as grey literature 

without significant impact; 

❖ AFF could enhance synergies with country specific forestry professional organizations in order to 
reach a wider membership, encourage its participation in AFF activities, as well facilitate 
mentorship of young forestry professionals; 

❖ AFF should research more and share information on challenge of forest pests such as Leptocybe 
invasa, Thaumastocoris peregriinus and Glycaspis brimblecombei ; especially in Southern Africa 
where the Eucalyptus spp are under serious threats; and 

❖ AFF to continue to improve use of digital media including blogs, social media such as twitter, 
Instagram, LinkedIn, digital publications among others. 

4.0 Day four: Thursday 02 March, 2017 

The agenda item discussed during the fourth day of the meeting focused on the following: 

Information on key achievements by AFF on: 

c) Uptake and impact of work undertaken by AFF 
d) Administrative matters 
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The following were the key observations on the agenda item. 

4.1 Agenda 4c. Information on key achievements by AFF on uptake and impact of work undertaken by AFF 

Members appreciated the good work done by AFF on reporting the impacts of the projects implemented 

by the Forum. A member appreciated the protocols on “pick me up manuals” that will enhance forest 

stewardship in Africa. Members also noted more needs to be done to increase the visibility of AFF in the 

continent. In this regard, AFF needs to be more focused on how to reach the local people or grassroots 

who are the direct beneficiaries of the knowledge products generated by the institution. Such 

information could support the communities to effectively address sustainable management of forest and 

tree resources. Presently, AFF is relying on extension agents and NGOs who receive such knowledge 

products to share the same with the local communities they interact with. 

The project monitoring and evaluation activities undertaken by AFF were also appreciated and were 

viewed to provide guidance on management of the two projects. 

The packaging and sharing of information generated to inform policy making at national and sub-regional 

levels was commended by members.  

4.2 Agenda 4d. Information on key achievements by AFF on administrative matters 

The highlights on the administrative issues were well received. Overall members felt the administrative 

arrangements demonstrated team work in the implementation of AFF activities.  

However, there was a concern from a member who indicated that even though the use of postgraduate 

students in implementing some tasks was found to be cheaper than the experts, it may always not 

guarantee quality outputs. Below is verbatim presentation of member’s concern: 

Question: which evidence do you have that postgraduate students will provide a much better work than qualified 
and experienced experts? To my opinion it might or it might not, depending on supervision. If the supervisors  are 
involved in one of the AFF programmes, close supervision and understanding of the objectives pursued by the 
supervisors, will certainly lead to very good output. My point is that we should not sacrifice output’s quality 
because we want to save money! 
Tenekwetche Sop 
  

Additional information from AFF on this: All supervisors of postgraduate students meet with AFF staff who 

work on specific aspects of the projects, and together they harmonise the students’ research in the 

various countries with AFF’s expectations and develop programmes for implementation. Supervisors 

provide AFF with quarterly reports on how milestones have been achieved and finances used. These 

reports are in addition to the final outputs submitted to AFF by the supervisors. This way quality 

assurance is secured. 

5.0 Day five: Friday 03 March, 2017 

This was the last day of the meeting and focused on the following agenda items: 

4. Information on key achievements by AFF: 
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e) a programme for work of AFF 
  

5. Election of next Chair and Vice Chair of the Members Forum  

6. Any other business  

The highlights from the discussions are: 

5.1 Agenda 4e. Information on key achievements by AFF on a programme of work for the forum 

The approach taken to build capacity at post-graduate level taken by AFF was viewed as a big milestone 

that perhaps could go on to formation of fellows of AFF and alongside a mentorship programme for 

forest professionals in Africa. 

Members appreciated and commended the shift to programmatic approach that is being developed at 

AFF and expected to enhance closer linkages with partners. However, the following observations were 

raised: 

❖ General views on the programmatic approach: 

While developing the programmatic approach, the following issues are recommended for consideration: 

✓ Medicinal and pesticidal trees; 

✓ Better valuation of forest benefits in the account of national economies (GDP, GNP). This is 

because income contributions of forests to local communities  such as from sale of fuel-wood 

, medicinal plants, grass, etc., as well as  intangible benefits, are not accounted for in the 

national accounts  in most African nations and this underestimates the contribution of forests 

to GDP; 

✓ Forests and energy: support and promote forest conservation activities of tree growing and 

energy conservation activities like use of energy saving stoves, and promotion of alternatives 

e.g. biogas 

✓ Combating desertification 

✓ International and regional cooperation on forestry and networking. 

 

❖ On Pillar A: A better understanding of forests and trees outside forests and ways to manage them 
better  

✓ Reword to read as: A broader understanding of forests and trees outside forests and 
techniques to manage them for better economic returns 

✓ Include: Improving quality of primary forest production and on-farm forest products 
✓ There has been and continues to be growth in small scale timber grower plantation 

development in East and Southern Africa. These plantations are mainly Eucalyptus and 
Pine based for commercial production. It would be good to identify these and other 
commercial locally controlled forestry plantation ventures as a key element of the 
programme; 
 

❖ On Pillar B: The contribution of forests and trees to environmental health  
✓ Reword to read: The contribution of forests and trees to environmental health and human 

well-being in built-up environments; 
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✓ Include: Enhancing the contribution of forests and trees outside forests to climate change, 
biodiversity conservation, quality water supplies, sustainable cities and other ecosystem 
services; 

✓ It should be good to create a sub-axis on the promotion of the forestry of dry lands and semi-
arid lands and fight against desertification,  which remains a serious concern among countries 
at the extremes of Africa (West Africa Sahelian Africa and Maghreb; Eastern Africa ; and 
meridional Africa. 

✓ Pillar B refers to economic and social development of trees outside of forests, does this or 
any of the other trees outside of forests theme incorporate plantation related 
developments? 
 

❖ Pillars B and C: they are somewhat overlapping since the contribution of forests to the SDGs cover 
both themes. What is the rationale behind keeping the themes separate?  
 

❖ Pillar E: Cross cutting issues 
Section 2 on “Capacities and skills development”  
✓ To include: enhance and strengthen more proficiency and expertise in application of GIS in 

forests; 
 
❖ Other issues:  
 

✓ Due diligence to be done when selecting experts for undertaking AFF tasks. Only competent 
consultants/experts to be considered who can adequately and timely deliver the assignments; 

✓ Provide a brief statement on the progress of the East African Professional Forestry Association; 
✓ Is the AFF able to continue growing and delivering all these good things by only counting on 

support of existing donors? What approach should AFF follow to ensure sustainability of the 

Forum in terms of financial support?  

✓ AFF should encourage the diaspora to support its activities by associating the Forum to various 

projects that Africans in the diaspora are conducting in Africa; 

 

5.2 Agenda 5. Election of next Chair and Vice-Chair of the Members Forum 

The election of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Members Forum is anchored in Article 4 Section 4 a (3)of 
the Constitution that states: “The Chair and Vice Chair of the Members’ Forum shall be elected by the 
Members’ Forum and shall hold office for five years, i.e. until the following Members’ Forum meeting. 
The Chair shall be a member of the Governing Council.” 
 

The current Chair of the Members’ Forum, Prof. Fredrick Owino, informed members that he is not 

standing for re-election. 

The following list of the members of the Governing Council covering different sub regions were circulated 

to the members for election of the Chair and Vice Chair except for observers and ex-official: 

Central Africa 

1. Sebastien Malele Mbala (Vice-Chair of the GC)-Democratic Republic of  Congo (DRC) 

2. Andre Mandigou-Gabon 
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3. Ms Marie Louise Avana Tientcheu- Cameroon 

East Africa 

4. Fredrick Owino-Kenya (Chair of the Members Forum). 

5. Jean Baptiste Nduwayezu- Rwanda 

6. Gerald Monela -Tanzania 

North and North Eastern Africa 

7. Demel Teketay-Ethiopia 

8. Abdelazim  Mirghani Ibrahim –Republic of Sudan 

Southern Africa 

9. Ms Alima Issufo-Mozambique. 

10. Ms Anna Chileshe Masinja-Zambia 

11. Peter Gondo- Zimbabwe 

West Africa 

12. Marcathy Afolabi Oyebo (Chair of the GC)-Nigeria 

13. Ibro Adamou - Niger 

14. Victor Kwame Agyeman-Ghana. 

Private Sector 

15. Humphrey Mwaniki Ngibuini- Forestry Development Trust 

Civil Society Organisations 

16. Ben Chikamai –Network for Gums and Resins in Africa (NGARA) 
17. Joseph Cobbinah-Forestry Research Network for Sub-Saharan Africa (FORNESSA) 

Friends of African Forestry 

18. Bjorn Lundgren (Sweden) 

19. Juegern Blaser (Switzerland) 

Observers- (do not qualify for nomination as Chair or Vice Chair) 

20. Almami Dampha- Africa  Union Commission (AUC) 

21. Ms Afsa Kemitale-Rothschild- United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) Secretariat 

22. * Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO)-has not renewed their 

representation to the Governing Council 

23. Berhanu Abegaz- The African Academy of Sciences (AAS) 

24. *International Tropical Timber Organisation (ITTO)- has not renewed their representation to the 

Governing Council 

25. *Commission des Forêts ď Afrique Centrale  (COMIFAC)- has not renewed their representation to 

the Governing Council 

26. Ravi Prahbu-World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) 

27. Ex-Officio – Godwin Kowero – Executive Secretary 
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Twenty three members casted their votes for the position of a Chair (Table 1) and 20 casted votes for the 

position of Vice Chair (Table 2) of the Members’ Forum as follows: 

Table 1: Votes cast for the position of Chair of the Members’ Forum  

 Candidate Total votes 
garnered 

1 Demel Teketay 6 

2 Peter Gondo 5 

3 Andre Mandigou  3 

4 Ibro Adamou 3 

5 Joseph Cobbinah  2 

6 Abdelazim Mirghani Ibrahim  1 

7 Anna Chileshe 1 

8 Juegern Blaser  1 

9 Madame Alima Issoufo  1 

 Total 23 

 

Based on the tallying of the votes cast, Prof. Demel Teketay was elected as the Chair of the Members’ 

Forum, and shall hold office for five years, that is 2017- 2021. 

Table 2: Votes cast for the position of Vice-Chair of the Members’ Forum 

 Candidate Name Total Votes garnered 

1 Ibro Adamou 8 

2 Demel Teketay 4 

3 Peter Gondo 2 

4 Marcathy Afolabi Oyebo 2 

5 Abdelazim Mirghani Ibrahim  1 

6 Sebastien Malele Mbala  1 

7 Jean Baptiste Nduwayezu  1 

8 Anna Chileshe 1 

 Total 20 

 

Based on the tallying of the votes cast, Mr Ibro Adamou was elected as the Vice Chair of the Members’ 

Forum, and shall hold office for five years, that is 2017-2021. 

 

5.3 Agenda 6. Any Other Business (AOB) 

The following were the AOBs emerged from members: 
▪ AFF to facilitate training and mentoring young and upcoming scientist in forestry, ecology or 

whatever discipline embedded in the context of AFF framework through workshops, seminars, 
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conferences and consultancies. The future of Africa lies on the shoulders of the young generation 
in this challenging era; 

▪  Empowering the young African generation would help to shift paradigm from war to research 
and problems solving in a peaceful way; 

▪ The length of years of experience required to qualify for most consultancies and leadership 
positions at AFF discourage participation and involvement of the many young and upcoming 
professionals in forestry and other related areas. This needs to be looked into in  such a way that 
future consultancy opportunities could enhance experiences of the young African scientists; 

▪ AFF to explore ways  members can join the mobile APPs gravy train where knowledge products 
could be distilled for this , e.g. troubleshooting tree pests; and 

▪ Journalists reporting on environmental issues could facilitate disseminating information 
emanating from this Members’ Forum meeting. In this regard, summary report on the meeting 
be made and shared with journalists. 
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Annex 1. Members in attendance 

No. Name Country 

1 Agnoro Maliki  Benin 

2 Alcade C. Segnon Benin 

3 Ariel Hardy Houessou  Benin 

4 Assogba Amandine  Benin 

5 Ayodele Balley Benin 

6 Azizou El-Hadj Issa  Benin 

7 Bertin Akouta  Benin 

8 Didier Madafime Benin 

9 Gérard Gouwakinnou Benin 

10 Hospice Gerard Gracias  Benin 

11 Juliano Houndonougbo Benin 

12 Kisito Gandji  Benin 

13 Laurent Gnonlofin Benin 

14 Rodrigue Gohoungbe  Benin 

15 Rodrigue Frank Idohou Benin 

16 Sabin Guendehou Benin 

17 Sagbo Anicet Benin 

18 Samuel Atchade Benin 

19 Sunday Kakpo Berlioz Benin 

20 Sylvanus Mensah Benin 

21 Tchegoun Atchikpa Benin 

22 Hesekia Garekae Botswana 

23 Walona Sehularo Botswana 

24 Belemsogbo Urbain Burkina Faso 

25 Daouda Zalle Burkina Faso 

26 Gansaonre R. Noel  Burkina Faso 

27 Moise Medah Burkina Faso 

28 Patrice Savadogo Burkina Faso 

29 Faustin Harumukiza Burundi 

30 Joel Ndayishimiye Burundi 

31 Armand Asseng Ze  Cameroon 

32 Basil Ewane Cameroon 

33 Cecile Bibiane Ndjebet Cameroon 

34 Cedric Chimi  Cameroon 

35 Chimtom Ngala Cameroon 

36 Christophe Kamga Cameroon 

37 Chupezi Julius  Cameroon 

38 Denis Mahonghol  Cameroon 

39 Elias Ntungwe Ngalame Cameroon 

40 Elvis Paul  Cameroon 



16 
 

No. Name Country 

41 Engono Adrienne cameroon 

42 Fesvie Cameroon  Cameroon 

43 Francois Hiol Cameroon 

44 Jean Dzavi  Cameroon 

45 Jiofack Bernadin Cameroon 

46 Jules Christian Zekeng  Cameroon 

47 Kamga Christophe Cameroon 

48 Killian Ngala Cameroon 

49 Koffi Maxime Loukou Cameroon 

50 kouedji Monthe Cameroon 

51 Lambou Pauline Cameroon 

52 Martin Nganje Cameroon 

53 Masso Rose Cameroon 

54 Maximilien Djomo Cameroon 

55 Noiha Valery Cameroon 

56 Patrice Aimé Ngokoy Cameroon 

57 Paul Donfack Cameroon 

58 Rose Pelagie Cameroon 

59 Ruth Mebenga Cameroon 

60 Silenou Blondel Cameroon 

61 Tamoifo Marie Cameroon 

62 Tcharbuahbokengo Nfinn  Cameroon 

63 Tchoffo Benjamin Cameroon 

64 Tchoffo Florentine Cameroon 

65 Tenekwetche Sop Cameroon 

66 Yves Ndi Cameroon 

67 Achille Mapouka Central African Republic 

68 Hamid Abakar Souleymane  Chad 

69 Romeo Ekoungoulou Congo 

70 Baka Jean-Jacques Cote d'Ivoire 

71 Bayoro Nathacha  Cote d'Ivoire 

72 Don Sunda Cote d'Ivoire 

73 Fatoumata Diomande Cote d'Ivoire 

74 Jean-Luc Kouassi Cote d'Ivoire 

75 Landry Alain Cote d'Ivoire 

76 Lassina Koné  Cote d'Ivoire 

77 Tape Alphonse Cote d'Ivoire 

78 

Essylot Lubala  Democratic Republic of 
Congo 

79 

Jean Semeki  Democratic Republic of 
Congo 
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80 

Nsimba Ngembo Elie Democratic Republic of 
Congo 

81 

Sebastien Malale Mbala Democratic Republic of 
Congo 

82 Woldeselassie Ogbazghi Eritrea 

83 Abrham Abiyu Ethiopia 

84 Ayele Feleke  Ethiopia 

85 Berhanu Girma Ethiopia 

86 Daniel Negasa Ethiopia 

87 Demel Teketay Ethiopia 

88 Endalkachew Teshome  Ethiopia 

89 Ermias Alemu Ethiopia 

90 Fetene Minale Ethiopia 

91 Fole Zerihun Kebebew Ethiopia 

92 Girma Hailu Ethiopia 

93 Girma Kelboro  Ethiopia 

94 Habeake Seyoum Ethiopia 

95 Kassahun Embaye Ethiopia 

96 Kflay Gebrehiwot Ethiopia 

97 Kitessa Geleta Ethiopia 

98 Mengistie Mengasha Ethiopia 

99 Meseret Kassie Ethiopia 

100 Mohammed Worku Adem  Ethiopia 

101 Muluken Fenta Ethiopia 

102 Negese Demilie Ethiopia 

103 Solomon Chanie Alemu Ethiopia 

104 Tamirat Solomon Ethiopia 

105 Tatek Belay  Ethiopia 

106 Tigist Kibru Gebremedhin Ethiopia 

107 Yeneayehu Fenetahun Mihertu Ethiopia 

108 Yonas Yemshaw Ethiopia 

109 Yimer Mammo Ethiopia 

110 Yitebitu Abebe Ethiopia 

111 Zenebe Mekonnen  Ethiopia 

112 Eshetu Yirdaw Finland 

113 Olavi Luukkanen Finland 

114 Gaetan Quesne France 

115 Jacques Mouloungou  Gabon 

116 Jean Bruno Mikissa Gabon 

117 Weisheit Anke Germany 

118 Betty Abeyie Ghana 

119 Edward Amankwah Ghana 
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120 Elvis Mensah Ghana 

121 Kenneth Amoateng Ghana 

122 Michael Kodwo Adjaloo  Ghana 

123 Shadrack Bossman Quansah  Ghana 

124 Yaw Osei-Owusu Ghana 

125 Conde Moussa Guinea 

126 Delamou Londiah Guinea 

127 Dianne Fode Guinea 

128 Fatoumata Chetilderif Guinea 

129 Ouoouo Norbert Haba Guinea 

130 Watta Camara  Guinea 

131 Yakouba Doumbouya  Guinea 

132 Vishveshwar Dhakar India  

133 Nforneh Paul Italy 

134 Agnes Lusweti Kenya 

135 Alex Njugu Kenya 

136 Alice Gikonyo Kenya 

137 Angela Mbelase Kenya 

138 Austine Oketch Kenya 

139 Barbara Owuor Kenya 

140 Benson Nyakone Kenya 

141 Benson Ouma Kenya 

142 Bettina Adhiambo  Kenya 

143 Bonface Mutisya Kenya 

144 Caroline Kaumbu Kenya 

145 Carolyne Kyalo  Kenya 

146 Daphine Gitonga Kenya 

147 Doris Mutta Kenya 

148 Erick Ogallo Kenya 

149 Erickson Lekariap Kenya 

150 Everline Ndenga Kenya 

151 Faraji Mwakitau Kenya 

152 Fredrick Owino Kenya 

153 George Tarus  Kenya 

154 Inoti Kinyua  Kenya 

155 Isaiah Esipisu Kenya 

156 James Kungu Kenya 

157 Jesse Owino Kenya 

158 Joseph Sarisar  Kenya 

159 Kaleb Mwendwa Kenya 

160 Luke Njuguna Kenya 

161 Makau Ngola Kenya 
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162 Mariam Karanja Kenya 

163 Meshack Kinyua Kenya 

164 Ngolia Kimanzu Kenya 

165 Paul Makenzi Kenya 

166 Paul Opanga Kenya 

167 Protus Onyango  Kenya 

168 Rashid Kawawa Kenya 

169 Samuel Chepkuto Kenya 

170 
Samuel Josiah Kenya 

171 Sheila Mbiru Kenya 

172 Simon Kamonde Kenya 

173 Sophie Mbugua Kenya 

174 Vincent Oeba Kenya 

175 Wanjohi Kabukuru Kenya 

176 Wilson Outa Kenya 

177 Wycliff Nyamao  Kenya 

178 Zipporah Chebett Kenya 

179 Letla Mosenene Lesotho 

180 Gertrude Wede Korvayan Liberia 

181 Kolly Allison  Liberia 

182 Andriambolantsoa Rasolohery Madagascar 

183 Bruno Rajaspera Madagascar 

184 Josephine Razanaseta Madagascar 

185 Volana Rahaingondrahety Madagascar 

186 Bennet Mataya  Malawi 

187 Chrispin Kambani Malawi 

188 Elisa Malikebu Malawi 

189 Evaristus Chipeta Malawi 

190 Harold Chisale Malawi 

191 Janet Chimalizeni Malawi 

192 Maggie Munthali Malawi 

193 Patricia Masupayi Malawi 

194 Paxie Chirwa  Malawi 

195 Seriba Konare Mali 

196 Abdelaziz Hammoudi Morocco 

197 Abdelmoula Lefhaili Morocco 

198 Asia Lachir Morocco 

199 Mário Paulo Falcão Mozambique 

200 Feliciana Haiduwa Namibia 

201 Abasse Tougiani Niger 

202 Abdourahamane Mamane Niger 

203 Ibro Adamou  Niger 
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204 Iro Guimbo Niger 

205 Larwanou Mahamane Niger 

206 Mahaman Sanoussi Sani Issa Niger 

207 Maman Sani Issaka Niger 

208 Soule Moussa  Niger 

209 Adejoke Akinyele Nigeria 

210 Adesoji Adeyemi  Nigeria 

211 Adewale Olawuyi Nigeria 

212 Akinyode Olawumi Nigeria 

213 Ariyo Odeyemi Nigeria 

214 Bioudun Ologun Nigeria 

215 Chidiebere Ofoegbu Nigeria 

216 David Awolala Nigeria 

217 David Okali Nigeria 

218 Effiom Oku Nigeria 

219 Gabriel Adedeji Nigeria 

220 Henry Karshima Nigeria 

221 Ibrahim Abdullahi Nigeria 

222 Idongesit Etuk Nigeria 

223 Idowu Ogunleye Nigeria 

224 Israel Asinwa Nigeria 

225 Jimoh Saka Nigeria 

226 Johnson Olusola Nigeria 

227 Lafemiwa Balogun Nigeria 

228 Maria Oloyede Nigeria 

229 Mercy Ogunmolu Nigeria 

230 Michael Simire Nigeria 

231 Morris Igwe Nigeria 

232 Moses Adedeji Nigeria 

233 Olamidayo Fasalejo Nigeria 

234 Olaoluwa Adegoke Nigeria 

235 Oludare Agboola Nigeria 

236 Olusola Areo Nigeria 

237 Samsiiden Oyebode Nigeria 

238 Samuel Adeyanju Nigeria 

239 Samuel Olajuyigbe Nigeria 

240 Simon Adedoyin Nigeria 

241 Simon Shomkegh Nigeria 

242 Sirajo Salisu Nigeria 

243 Sonigitu Ekpe Nigeria 

244 Stephen Aina Nigeria 

245 Ariyo Stephen Odeyemi Nigeria 
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246 Sylvester Aroboi Okonofua Nigeria 

247 Taiwo Oluwagbemi Nigeria 

248 Tajudeen Okekunle Amusa Nigeria 

249 Uzoma Darlington Chima  Nigeria 

250 J. Groenendijk Netherlands 

251 Isaac Kayumba Rwanda 

252 Nathanael Baganineza  Rwanda 

253 Adja Diallo Senegal 

254 Babacar Sene  Senegal 

255 Bocar Kanta Senegal 

256 Daniel Manga Senegal 

257 Diaminatou Sanogo Senegal 

258 Diouf Youssoupha  Senegal 

259 Elhadji Faye  Senegal 

260 Elhadji Mbara  Senegal 

261 Mamadou Diallo Senegal 

262 Moustapha Saar Senegal 

263 Pape Momar Faye  Senegal 

264 Serigne Modou Sarr Senegal 

265 Charlie Vincent  Sierra Leone 

266 Emmanuel Alieu  Sierra Leone 

267 Moses Fayiah Sierra Leone 

268 Ubah Duaale Somalia 

269 Hloniphani Mthunzi South Africa 

270 Lwazi Khuzwayo South Africa 

271 Mmwakena Maleka South Africa 

272 Norman Dlamini South Africa 

273 Ponoyi Ntuthu South Africa 

274 Rory Mack South Africa 

275 Sally J. Upfold South Africa 

276 Sydney Katunga Phiri  South Africa 

277 Abdelsalam Elfahal Republic of Sudan 

278 Abdurhman Ahmed  Republic of Sudan 

279 Adam Babiker Republic of Sudan 

280 Dafa-Alla  Mohamed Republic of Sudan 

281 Fatima Algunaid Hassan Republic of Sudan 

282 Hassan Tagelsir Republic of Sudan 

283  Abuzaid Khalida Republic of Sudan 

284 Lugman Mohamedein Mohamed Republic of Sudan 

285 Mohamed Abdelhafiz Republic of Sudan 

286 Mutasim Bashir  Republic of Sudan 

287 Nada Ibrahim Republic of Sudan 
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288 Naglaa Jebory  Republic of Sudan 

289 Nuha Mutwali  Republic of Sudan 

290  Abdoun Somaya Republic of Sudan 

291 Tarig Taj  Republic of Sudan 

292 Hlelani Dlamini Swaziland 

293 Lindani Mavimbela Swaziland 

294 Nkosinathi Dludlu Swaziland 

295 Bjorn Lundgren Sweden 

296 Patrick Sieber Switzerland 

297 Amina Akida Tanzania 

298 Bariki Kaale Tanzania 

299 Charles Leonard Tanzania 

300 Charles Meshack Tanzania 

301 Christian  Kolonel Tanzania 

302 Edward Kilawe Tanzania 

303 Godwin Kowero Tanzania 

304 Gosbert Theo  Tanzania 

305 Hadija Kiimu Tanzania 

306 Ndosho Omari Hamisi Tanzania 

307 Isaac Malungu Tanzania 

308 Jacob Mushi  Tanzania 

309 Kabura Foye Tanzania 

310 Mijai Ismail Tanzania 

311 Musa Mussa Tanzania 

312 Paul Ren  Tanzania 

313 Renatus Masabo Tanzania 

314 Salim Maliondo  Tanzania 

315 Siima Bakengesa  Tanzania 

316 Suzana Augustino Tanzania 

317 Apdpe Togo  Togo 

318 Badabate Diwediga Togo 

319 Balakyem Awesso Togo 

320 David Melafo Togo 

321 Dominic B. Afelu Togo 

322 Fousseni Feteke Togo 

323 Patrice Délagnon Togo 

324 Roland Tchao Banla Togo 

325 Salissou Ali Togo 

326 Tonou Mazabalo Claude  Togo 

327 Afsa Kemitale Uganda 

328 Aggrey Ntakimanye Uganda 

329 Bruce Rukundo Uganda 
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330 Ceaser Kimbugwe Uganda 

331 Charles Akol  Uganda 

332 David Walugembe Uganda 

333 Herbert Wamagale Uganda 

334 Justine Mwanje Uganda 

335 Kalimunjaye Samuel Uganda 

336 Kitojo Kashambya  Uganda 

337 Obed Tugumisirize Uganda 

338 Robert Nabanyumya Uganda 

339 Robert Tumwesigye Uganda 

340 Samuel B. Mabikke  Uganda 

341 Samuel Kali  Uganda 

342 Veronica Nalule Uganda 

343 Wamagale Herbert  Uganda 

344 Wilson Kasolo Uganda 

345 Michael Underwood  United Kingdom 

346 Abraham Makano Zambia 

347 Davison Mwela Zambia 

348 Deuteronomy Kasaro Zambia 

349 Ferdinand Handavu Zambia 

350 Jane Kwenye Zambia 

351 Moses Chisola Zambia 

352 Nchimunya Nachilime  Zambia 

353 Orleans Mfune Zambia 

354 Royd Vinya Zambia 

355 Vincent Nyirenda  Zambia 

356 Alice Tafirei Zimbabwe 

357 Crispen Marunda Zimbabwe 

358 Cuthbert Katsvanga  Zimbabwe 

359 Emeldah Takaona Zimbabwe 

360 Israel  Rutendo Zimbabwe 

361 Kudzanai Josphat Zimbabwe 

362 Learnmore Majengwa Zimbabwe 

363 Lizzie Mujuru Zimbabwe 

364 Philemon Kwaramba Zimbabwe 

365 Precious Munyanduki Zimbabwe 

366 Shamiso Kudiwahove Zimbabwe 

367 Sibonokuhle Ncube Zimbabwe 

368 Silas Mudyiwa Zimbabwe 

369 Tapiwa Marufu Zimbabwe 

370 Tatenda Mapeto Zimbabwe 

371 Trymore Chivinge  Zimbabwe 
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